
 

C.W. Bryant Scholarship Application 
Colis Whitfield Bryant, Sr., known as "C.W.," dedicated his life to the nursery industry in the Central Atlantic area. Starting 
his career in 1964, he became a respected independent sales representative, known for his warm personality and commitment 
to mutual success. Beyond his professional contributions, C.W. was deeply involved in community organizations, serving 
on the Board of Directors for the Mid-Atlantic Nursery Trade Show and actively participating in various Virginia nursery 
groups. His legacy lives on through the Colis Whitfield Bryant, Sr. Scholarship, honoring his impactful and multifaceted 
contributions. 

 
The first scholarship was awarded in 2014 and has become a pillar of VNLA since. VNLA will award one scholarship of 
$750 to students enrolled in a college or university for the next academic year. The scholarship may not exceed the costs 
of education billed by the school. Scholarship money will be paid directly to the school. 

 
 

Eligibility Requirements: 

1. Applicant must be a graduating high school senior or equivalent, or a college student (rising freshman, sophomore, 
junior, or senior) taking at least nine credit hours per semester at an accredited college or university for the next 
academic year. Applicant may be in an undergraduate program or in an associate's degree program at a community 
college. Graduate students are not eligible. 

2. Applicant must have a minimum 3.0 cumulative grade point average (GPA). 
3. Applicant must be majoring in horticulture or related agricultural curriculum. 
4. Preference will be given first to Virginia residents attending a Virginia 2-year or 4-year college program. 
5. VNLA officers, directors, committee members, and their families are not eligible. 

Previous winners are also not eligible. 

Requirements for Application Package: 
Failure to follow instructions may disqualify you. 

1. Do not send in any part of the application package separately except for your transcript. 

2. Do not include any extra materials. 

3. Do not staple any part of application - please use paper clips. 
Scholarship applications will not be considered unless all required information is received by April 15 of each year. 
Faxes will not be accepted. 

It is the applicant's responsibility to see that all information, including transcripts, is received by the VNLA scholarship 
administrator by the April 15 deadline. VNLA will not be responsible for lost or misdirected mail. 

Applicant must submit: 

1. An OFFICIAL high school or college transcript for the most recently completed semester. Transcripts must be received 
by the VNLA scholarship administrator directly from the school in a sealed stamped envelope BEFORE the April 15 
deadline. 

2. An original plus two (2) copies of the following: 
a. Completed Bert Shoosmith Scholarship application (included below). 
b. Typed, double-spaced essay. 

Essay may be a maximum of 500 words: 

Describe why this VNLA scholarship is important to you. Include any special challenges or goals you may have. Explain 
other financial responsibilities or expenses. 

Selection Criteria: Applicants will be evaluated on scholastic achievement and strength of curriculum, school activities, 
volunteer service, hours devoted to work, honors and awards, student need and the essay. 

Awarding of Scholarships: Decisions are made by the VNLA Scholarship Committee in conjunction with the VNLA 
Executive Director. All decisions will be final. Applicants will be notified by mail. 



 

BEFORE MAILING: 
□ Sign and date the application. 

□ Include an original plus two (2) copies of completed application and an original plus two (2) copies of each essay. 

□ Request an official transcript to be mailed to VNLA Scholarship Administrator by your school in a sealed, stamped 
envelope. 

All applications and transcripts must be received by April 15. 

Return to: 

VNLA Executive Director  
9702 Gayton Road | Box 163 | 
Henrico, VA 23238 
Attn: Scholarship 

 
 
 

Information: Call the VNLA Office via (804) 256-2700 or email us at info@vnla.org. 
 

mailto:info@vnla.org


 

Application Deadline: April 15 

C.W. Bryant Scholarship Application 

Please type or print all information. Scholarship applications are current only for the academic year submitted. 

See attached eligibility requirements and instructions before you complete the application. FAILURE TO FOLLOW 
INSTRUCTIONS MAY RESULT IN YOUR APPLICATION BEING DISQUALIFIED. 

Name 

Address: 

City: 

Home Phone: 

Date of Birth: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

I I  

Email Address: 
 

 
 

State Zip: 

Daytime Phone 

Student Identification Number:   

High school or college you now attend: 

If you are currently attending a high school, does your high school have a weighted grading system to determine grade 
point average (check with your counselor if you are unsure)?□ Yes □ No 
Cumulative GPA (must be at least 3.0)   

Are you working to obtain your first: _ Undergraduate degree? _ Associate's degree 

Date you plan to complete your program/graduate?   / / 

College or university you plan to attend?    

Number of hours per semester you plan to take: Field of study/major: 

Class you will be in for the next academic year?_ Freshman _ Sophomore Junior Senior 
 
 

PLEASE USE ONLY THE SPACE PROVIDED. DO NOT INCLUDE EXTRA MATERIALS. 

A. List school activities, including athletics and club memberships, and community service including social, church, and 
volunteer. 

 

Activity/Organization 
Grade Level (High School) (College) 

8  9 10  11  12 2 3 

Approx. 

hrs./year 
Positions Held Comments 

            

            

            

            

            

            

            



B. List honors, awards, scholarships or grants you have received. 
 

Honors/Awards/Scholarships/Grants 
Grade Level (High School) (College)

 
8 9  10 11  12 1 2 3 

 
 
 
 

Comments 
 

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

 
C. List work experience. Include any job (including summer employment) you held during the past three years. 

 

Type of Work Employer Approx. Dates of Employment 
(indicate if seasonal or part-time) 

Approx. Hours 
(indicate if per 

week or per year) 

    

    

    

    

    

 
I certify that the information in this application and all accompanying documents are true and correct. I also certify that I 
personally answered all questions and wrote the essay relating to this scholarship application. I understand that if for any 
reason I discontinue my studies I must notify the VNLA within 10 days. I also understand that I must be enrolled for at 
least nine credit hours per semester to receive scholarship payments if awarded. I agree that the VNLA may use my name 
and a photograph (furnished by recipient) for publicity purposes. 

Applicant's signature Date   

Return to: VNLA Executive Director  
9702 Gayton Road | Box 163 | 
Henrico, VA 23238 
Attn: Scholarship 
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